
9 Things Every Homeowner Should Know 

Before Cleaning or Painting Their Exterior 

Rendered Walls 
  

 Why Rendered Walls in South Devon Often Look Tired—and What You Can 

Do About It 

 

Many homeowners in South Devon begin to notice changes in their rendered or painted 

walls over time. Green patches near the base. Dark streaks under the eaves. In some cases, 

red streaks that have gradually developed and become more visible. These marks don’t 

appear overnight—they build slowly, often going unnoticed until the contrast becomes too 

obvious to ignore. 

At that point, questions naturally arise: 

• Is this just surface dirt—or something more?  

  

• Will cleaning it damage the render? 

  

• Can it be restored safely—and will the results last? 

  

This guide offers clarity. It explains what causes staining, why certain cleaning methods can 

do more harm than good, and how to restore the appearance of rendered walls properly, 

without risk, confusion, or damage. 

 

     



Why Rendered Walls Are Prone to Staining 

South Devon’s climate is mild, damp, and ideal for biological growth. What appears as 

staining on rendered walls is often living matter—algae, mould, lichen, and moss. These 

organisms spread via airborne spores, often originating from nearby roofs, paving, trees, or 

even neighbouring properties. 

Once settled, they feed on moisture and organic particles, gradually spreading across the 

surface. Rendered and painted finishes—especially K-rend, Weber, monocouche, or 

traditional masonry paint tends to show these marks more visibly than brick or stone. The 

result is a home that looks older and less cared for than it truly is. 

 

Why Pressure Washing Is Not the Answer 

It’s common for property owners to assume that pressure washing will solve the problem. 

It’s fast, powerful, and satisfying to watch. But on rendered surfaces, it’s often the wrong 

approach. Pressure washing can lead to: 

• Surface Damage 

The force of high-pressure water can strip away the delicate surface texture of 

render, leading to a rough, uneven appearance and potentially exposing the 

underlying material. This can be a particular problem on surfaces such a K-rend or 

soft Sand and Cement render.  

  

• Loss of Paint or Render 

 Pressure washing can blow off paint or even sections of the render itself, resulting in 

unsightly patches and the need for costly repairs. 

 

• Ineffective Long-Term Results: While the surface may look clean temporarily, 

pressure washing does not address the root cause of biological growth (like algae or 

mould). As a result, stains and growths often return quickly. 

 

 

Why You Shouldn’t Paint Over Biological Growths? 

Painting over algae, mould, moss, or other biological growths might seem like a quick fix, 

but it often causes more harm than good. These growths thrive on moisture and organic 

matter trapped in the surface and simply covering them with paint doesn’t remove the 

underlying problem.  



Here’s why painting over biological growths is not recommended: 

• Traps Moisture: Paint can seal in moisture and biological matter, creating an 

environment where growth continues beneath the surface. This can lead to paint 

blistering, peeling, and premature failure. 

  

• Hides Damage: Biological growths can cause subtle surface damage or deterioration. 

Painting over them masks these issues instead of allowing proper treatment. Essentially 

compounding the problem. 

  

• Leads to Recurrence: Since the root cause isn’t addressed, the growth will often 

return, sometimes more aggressively, causing staining and damage to reappear through 

the paint. 

  

• Increases Maintenance Costs: Repainting over untreated growths often means more 

frequent repainting cycles, increasing long-term maintenance costs and effort. 

  

The best approach is to remove biological growths safely and thoroughly before considering 

any repainting or protective coatings. This ensures a clean, stable surface that will hold paint 

better and last longer, preserving your home’s appearance and value. 

 

Is Painting Render Really Necessary? 

Many renders, such as K Rend, silicone renders, and acrylic renders, are not designed to be 

painted at all. Applying paint to these surfaces can interfere with their natural breathability 

and performance, potentially leading to issues like trapped moisture, reduced durability, 

and premature deterioration. In most cases, cleaning is the real solution. By removing 

biological growths and surface staining, you can restore the original appearance and 

integrity of the render without the risks associated with painting. This approach preserves 

the manufacturer’s intended finish and ensures your property looks its best for years to 

come. 

  



Access Issues: Safety and Cost Considerations 

Decorating or maintaining the exterior of a property can often be dangerous and expensive 

due to access challenges. Many homes require scaffolding or very long ladders to reach 

upper levels, which not only increases costs but also introduces significant safety risks for 

homeowners and contractors. However, when cleaning using the softwashing method, the 

vast majority of properties can be reached safely from the ground. Long poles are used to 

apply the softwash solution, and rinsing can often be completed from ground level as well. 

This approach eliminates the need for dangerous ladder work and avoids the expense and 

inconvenience of erecting scaffolding, making exterior cleaning both safer and more 

affordable. 

 

           
 

How Gentle Restorative Cleaning Works 

Restoring the appearance of rendered walls isn’t about scrubbing harder or blasting away 

the stains. It’s about understanding what’s growing on the surface and removing it in a way 

that’s safe, effective, and appropriate for the material. 

Most staining is biological, caused by algae, mould, lichen, or moss. These organisms embed 

themselves into the surface and feed on moisture. To remove them properly, the cleaning 

process must do two things: 

1. Kill the biological growth at its source 

 

2. Detach the staining without damaging the render 

  

This is achieved through a method known as softwashing. Unlike pressure washing, which 

relies on force, softwashing uses carefully selected cleaning solutions and low-pressure 

water flow to treat the surface gently but thoroughly. 

 



There are three distinct approaches, each suited to different needs: 

1. The Slow Clean 

This method uses a slow-acting protective softwash solution. It kills the biological growth 

and allows the weather to gradually lift the staining over time. The solution leaves behind a 

residual layer that continues to kill spores whenever the wall becomes damp. It’s ideal for 

shaded or moisture-prone areas, and for property owners who prefer a gradual, low-

intervention approach. It can however struggle to completely remove some dark staining. 

2. The Instant Clean 

This approach uses a fast-acting softwash solution that quickly kills the biological growth 

and detaches staining from the surface. The solution is then rinsed away using low-pressure 

water flow—never high-pressure jet washing. The results are immediate and visually 

striking, making it ideal for property owners who want to see a clear transformation right 

away. 

3. The Instant Clean and Protect 

This combined method delivers both immediate results and long-term protection. The 

surface is first treated with a fast-acting solution and rinsed clean. Then, a slow-acting 

protective solution is applied to help prevent future growth. It’s the most comprehensive 

option—ideal for those who want their property restored quickly and kept cleaner for 

longer. 

Each method is chosen based on the type of render, the level of staining, and the property 

owner’s preferences. What matters most is that the process is tailored—not rushed, not 

generic, and never aggressive. It’s about restoring the surface with care and preserving it for 

the long term. 

 

What Property Owners Notice After Cleaning 

The improvement is frequently more dramatic than expected. Once the biological staining is 

removed, the original colour and texture of the render are revealed—sometimes for the 

first time in years. Surfaces can fade so gradually that the change goes unnoticed. But when 

that layer is lifted, the entire home presents itself differently. 

Rendered walls that once looked tired, patchy, or neglected now appear clean, consistent, 

and cared for. When the Instant Clean or Instant Clean and Protect methods are used, the 

transformation is immediate.  



It’s the kind of change that turns heads and makes your home a place you can feel proud of 

again.  

              

Are You Ready to Transform Your Home’s Exterior? 

If you’d like to discover how your home’s rendered walls can be safely cleaned and 
beautifully restored, please feel free to get in touch. I’m always happy to answer any 

questions you may have about the cleaning process, or to offer you a free, no-obligation 
survey and quotation. 

What are the benefits of the survey? 

• You’ll receive expert advice tailored to your property’s unique needs. 
• The survey is quick, convenient, and completely free—there’s no pressure or 

commitment. 
• You’ll gain a clear understanding of the best solutions for your home, with 

transparent pricing and no hidden costs. 
• It’s a great opportunity to ask questions and get honest recommendations, so you 

can make an informed decision with confidence. 

How does the survey work? Once you contact us by phone, email, WhatsApp, or text, we’ll 
arrange a convenient time to visit and assess the areas you’re concerned about. This allows 
me to evaluate the surface type, condition, access, and surroundings, ensuring the right 
approach for your property. After the survey, I’ll send you a detailed written quotation and 

plan—leaving you free to decide if you’d like to proceed. There’s absolutely no obligation, 
and I never use pushy sales tactics. If you have any questions about the plan, I’m always 
here to help. 

If you’d like to book your free, no-obligation survey, please get in touch using any of the 
methods below: 

 

Robin Ray   

Robin Ray Ltd Exterior Cleaning 

Email:  info@robinray.co.uk 
Website:  www.robinray.co.ukPhone:  01364 716127 
Mobile/WhatsApp:  07928818031 

mailto:info@robinray.co.uk
http://www.robinray.co.uk/


 


